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Dear Member,

As we move into a busy season of leadership, learning, and connection, member engagement continues
to be one of the greatest strengths of NABIP Illinois. Our annual state officer election is approaching,
and eBallot voting will be open June 1-15. Please check your email for the link and take a few
moments to cast your vote and help shape the future leadership of our chapter.

We hope to see many of you at the NABIP Annual Convention in Atlantic City, New Jersey, June 27-30,
as we continue Racing Ahead together with purpose, innovation, and service to our industry.
Registration is open at NABIP.org

Plus, here’s your reminder to register by July 1st to take advantage of S35 early bird pricing for the
upcoming NABIP lllinois State Symposium + Region 3 Leadership CONNECT on August 17th in Oak
Brook, lllinois. Join us for a full day of education, networking, collaboration, and leadership
development. Register online at NABIPIllinois.org

This edition is full of updates so please read the full newsletter. Thank you for your membership,
volunteerism, and commitment to making a difference for the clients and communities we serve.

Sincerely,

Sara Walker-Hite, NABIP Illinois President
T) Bullock, NABIP lllinois President-Elect Vo T E
Missie Shepherd, NABIP lllinois Vice-President
Info@NABIPIllinois.org




Committee Reports:

NABIP lllinois Officer Ballot | July 1, 2026 - June 30, 2027 term | June 1-15 E-Vote
Our Nominations Committee has assembled an outstanding slate of volunteers—truly a
fantastic group. Thank you to each of you for your continued dedication, and to our members
for supporting and uplifting these leaders. Voting will be open via email to active NABIP
lllinois members via electronic voting June 1-15, 2026.

Officer Ballot (Elected Positions):
President - TJ Bullock

President Elect - Melissa Shepherd
Vice President - David Flores

Treasurer - Laura Blomgren V o T E
Secretary - Karley Hoagland

Past President - Sara Walker-Hite
No changes recommended to our bylaws.

Legislation - Joshua Garrett, Carrie Espinosa, Melissa Shephard
Membership - Donovan Dubois
Member Recognition/Awards - Heather John
Professional Development - Robert Slayton
* Continuing Education Administration - Tammy Riddle
Media and Communication - Katie Knox
* Newsletter and Social Media - David Flores
PAC - Jerry Jackson
Greg Smith Scholarship - Melissa Shepherd

NABIP National along with the NABIP lllinois State Board will provide training to those
elected and/or appointed.

Please reach out to the board at info@nabipillinois.org if you would like to learn more.



Committee Reports:

NABIP National Annual Convention - June 30, 2026 House of Delegates Ballot

Your Delegates:

State Chapter - Melissa Shepherd, TJ Bullock, Dave Flores

Heart of lllinois Chapter - Blair Gambill, Molly Behrends, Deanna McCafferty
Suburban Chicago Chapter- Carrie Espinosa, Ken Peterson

Board of Trustees (Region 3) - Sara Walker-Hite

2026-2027 NABIP Board of Trustees Slate of Candidates
Only contested races are subject to a vote. Regional Vice Presidents serve a two-year term.
This year, the even regions are up for election.

President — Mychal Walker
President-elect — Mark Gaunya
Vice President — Keith Wallace
Treasurer — Patrick Burns V 0 T E
Secretary — Paige Phillips
Region 2 - Alexis Bruni
Region 4 — Liz Dannenberg
Region 6 — Nedra Clingan
Region 8 — Dawn McFarland

Voting for all contested races will occur in person at the Harrah's Resort Atlantic City on
Tuesday, June 30, in the House of Delegates.

Please see the next page for more information. >




Committee Reports:
NABIP Annual Convention - June 30, 2026 House of Delegates Ballot %™ "5

Sent: Friday, May 15, 2026 1:42 PM : gl

To: NABIP Illinois Chapter President E : x VOTE
Subject: Important Update: Proposed National Dues Adjustment "'LEL _j"

Dear Chapter President, S nves

The NABIP Board of Trustees voted to present a proposed dues increase to the membership for consideration at
the Annual Convention in Atlantic City this June. The proposal would increase national dues by $100 beginning in
2027 as a one-time adjustment, replacing the previously scheduled S8 increase for that year. Beginning in
January 2027, dues would increase by approximately $8.33 per month rather than the current monthly increase
of S0.67.

As the NABIP Board, we understand that any dues increase is significant, and we do not make this
recommendation lightly. However, the reasons for this proposal are clear. Like many associations, NABIP has
experienced membership declines driven by industry consolidation, changing participation trends, and ongoing
challenges with member retention. At the same time, staffing levels have decreased significantly over the past
decade, even as demands on the association have continued to grow.

Over the last several years, the Board and staff have taken meaningful steps to strengthen NABIP’s financial
position through expense reductions, enhanced financial controls, and streamlined operations. Those efforts have
helped stabilize the organization. However, maintaining stability alone is not enough. To remain strong, relevant,
and positioned for growth, NABIP must also invest in the future of the association and the members we serve.

This proposed increase is not simply intended to address rising operational costs. It is designed to strengthen
NABIP’s ability to better support chapters and members through enhanced advocacy efforts, improved member
engagement and retention initiatives, modernized technology systems, and additional operational support.

Ultimately, this investment is about building a stronger, more connected, and more sustainable association at
the local, state, and national levels. It will help ensure NABIP can continue advocating effectively for our
industry while delivering the programs, services, and support our members expect and deserve.

We are asking for your support because we believe this investment is essential to preserving and strengthening
the future of our association.

Additional information regarding the proposed dues increase will be shared in the weeks leading up to the
Annual Convention, including during the upcoming Town Hall on Wednesday, June 10, at 4 p.m. ET. We encourage
all members to participate. To register for the Town Hall, click here.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration and continued commitment to NABIP and its future.

The NABIP Board of Trustees | National Association of Benefits and Insurance Professionals
Phone: 202-552-5060 | info@nabip.org | www.NABIP.org



Committee Reports:

2026 Greg Smith Memorial Scholarship Recipient - Emma Patrick
BIG THANK YOU to our members whom support this program!

Celebrating the 2026 Gregory Smith Memorial Insurance Scholarship Recipient
NABIP Illinois is proud to recognize Emma Patrick, a sophomore from Glen Carbon, lllinois, as
the recipient of the 2026 Gregory Smith Memorial Insurance Scholarship at lllinois State
University in the amount of $1,315. Emma is pursuing a degree in Actuarial Science through
ISU’s Department of Finance, Insurance, and Law, home to the nationally respected Katie
School of Insurance and Risk Management.

Established in 2015, the scholarship honors the legacy of Gregory Smith, a dedicated
insurance professional, volunteer leader, and advocate who spent 37 years helping individuals
and employers make informed insurance decisions. Greg believed strongly that meaningful
change comes through involvement, service, and investing in others.

This scholarship continues that mission by supporting future insurance professionals like
Emma as they prepare to lead the next generation of the industry. NABIP Illinois is honored
to play a small part in encouraging students who demonstrate promise, dedication, and a
passion for the insurance field.

Congratulations, Emma, on this well-deserved achievement! We look forward to seeing the
impact you’ll make in the years ahead.

EMMA PATRICK is a sophomore from
Glen Carbon, Illinois. At Illinois State
University, she is majoring in Acrtuarial
Science, where she serves as a General
Officer of the Actuarial Club and is actively
involved in Gamma lota Sigma. Emma has
been an Acruarial Intern at Reinsurance
Group of America since Summer 2025,
gaining hands-on experience in the insurance
industry. Her career goal is to earn her FSA
designation and build a well-rounded
actuarial career by exploring different areas
of the field and continually learning new concepts.




Committee Reports:
The Annual Linda Erlenbach Lifetime Achievement Award -
Nomination deadline: June 30, 2026.

Linda Erlenbach, RHU, is a lifelong leader whose dedication to the agent community has left a lasting
mark on our industry. Throughout her career, Linda balanced raising three children as a single
mother, building her own agency, caring for her family, and managing health challenges—all while
giving tirelessly to NABIP, her clients, and her community.

A passionate Region 3 leader, Linda played a pivotal role in membership and chapter development,
ultimately helping create NABIP’s Chapter Development Committee. She mentored countless leaders,
helped establish and revitalize chapters, and served in numerous leadership roles, including two
terms as President of the Ohio Association of Health Underwriters and as Region 3 Regional Vice
President. In 2010, she was elected NABIP Secretary. Despite later stepping down due to a serious
health diagnosis, Linda continued to serve at the state and regional levels.

In honor of her extraordinary service, NABIP Region Il annually presents its highest honor—the
Linda Erlenbach Lifetime Achievement Award, recognizing Region lII’s Person of the Year. The award
honors individuals who have gone above and beyond in service to the profession without expectation
of personal gain.

Nominations should include a completed online Nomination Form and a supporting statement
outlining the candidate’s leadership roles, industry involvement, and specific accomplishments.
Please scan the QR code below to complete the nomination form here or visit
https://forms.gle/XP2ifpNGdrg6NTT77

NABIP [ REGION3

Linda Erlenbach Lifetime Achievement Award Recipients

Linda Erlenbach Michael Deagle Patricia Griffey ~ SCAN ME ~
Lou Reginelli Dwight Hall Sk LS
Darlene Kaszmarek Michael Embry
Bill Robinson Suzy Alberts

Please direct questions to Heather John, Region 3 Awards Chair at Info@NABIPIllinois.org
The award is presented at the discretion of the Region 3 Vice President at a NABIP event.



CONABIP

Shaping the future of healthcare

NABIP IL
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS
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EDUCATE. CONNECT. ELEVATE.

Join lllinois’ top benefits professionals

EVENT LOCATION

toF _ PINSTRIPES
for a day of insights, networking, OAKBROOK

and solutions that drive success. 7 Oakbrook Center, Oak Brook, IL

HOST HOTEL
m MONDAY, MARRIOTT OAK BROOK
1. o _ 1401 West 22nd Street, Oak Brook, IL
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g
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Just steps away from Pinstripes!
BREAKFAST & EDUCATION & FUN AFTERWARDS!
REGISTRATION INSTRUCTION BAR, BOWLING & BOCCE

~————— FEATURING KEYNOTE SPEAKERS —— KEY TOPICS & INSIGHTS

CAPTIVE SOLUTIONS
Control Costs. Create Value
UHC LATEST UPDATES

New ways to help employers
save money

DUTCH ROJAS REID RASMUSSEN EXPERT INSIGHTS
Co-Founder, MedMerge | Co-Founder & CEO @ freshbenves | Industry trends, strategies,
Founder, The Rojas Report | "Most Influential incustry and what's ahead
Co-Fourndes Ph"Cap Personakty” | Award-Winning \
Aty Speaker

Fun Afterwards!

Mrke up some
fun witt

Great people. Great conversations. Great time

@ @ WHO SHOULD ATTEND ‘
'.‘ Brokers, Consultants, Account Managers,

Account Executives, HR Professionals,
Benefis Leaders and More!

(@) LEARN MORE & REGISTER NABIPILLINOIS.ORG

WHAT TO EXPECT
* v Expert Speakers v Exhibitor Showcase
1 v CE Credits v Valuable Networking




Shaping the future of healthcare

) NABIP

National Association of Benefits
and Insurance Professionals

REGION 3

CONNECT « COLLABORATE « LEAD

Unite. Inspire. Elevate. Join fellow leaders
from across Region 3 for an energizing summit
focused on the future of our profession,

our members, and our impact.

*OH .M *

LEADERS TODAY.
AUGUST 17, 2026 0 7 Oakbrook Center Mall @

Oak Brook, IL 60523 Be part of the conversation.
Be part of the change.

EVENT AGENDA TWO NABIP LEADERSHIP WHO SHOULD ATTEND?
TRAINING BREAKOUT SESSIONS

One Large Group. Open to leaders and volunteers.
Weo come together as Choose the session that's right for you!
one 10 learn, connect

and grow. : BREAKOUT 1

Keynote Speakers. Leading with Purpose

Hear from industry Strengthen your leadership
leaders and national mindset, influence, and impact
experts within your chapter and beyond

©
&
@ Visit & Network.
O

State & Local Association Leaders
Committee Chairs & Members

Emerging Leaders &
New Volunteers

Industry Partners &
Change Makers

Connect with peers, BREAKOUT 2

industry partners, and Building Stronger Chapters Anyone Passionate About
sponsars as one large Practical strategies for membership Leading Our Profession Forward
group. growth, engagement, and

Leadership Breakouts. succession planning 1" ) , G
Two NABIP Leadership /h(_ VeLces. Dn; MUG5LoM.

Training sessions for those / 4 [ cave Ine
e, b [earn. [ead. [eave [nspired TOGETHER, WE LEAD.
STRONGER TOGETHER.

O 0000

www.NABIPIllinois.org



CINABIP

Symposium + Region 3 Leadership CONNECT
Monday, August 17, 2026 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

MAIN STAGE AGENDA

Registration, Breakfast & Sponsor Networking

A LSEALL Networking & registration to kick off the day
KEYNOTE: Brokers Unfiltered
9:00 - 9:45 AM Lessons from Brokers in Cars Getting Coffee
Reid Rasmussen shares lessons, stories & trends shaping the broker industry.
Can Big Insurance Change the Course of Healthcare?
9:45 - 10:05 AM UHC’s Vision for What Comes Next

How large carriers are responding to affordability, transparency & care navegation.

10:05 - 10:25 AM

Captives - Not Just for The Big Boys
Why smaller groups are increasingly exploring captives & alternative funding.

10:30 - 11:15 AM

Advanced Benefits Strategy Session
Topic TBD

11:15 - 11:35 AM

Benefits Innovation Showcase
Emerging solutions from industry partners.

11:35 - 12:30 PM

Lunch & Network
Connect with peers, carriers & partners.

Benefits Innovation Showcase

L US L Additional innovation & solution spotlight sessions.
KEYNOTE: Co-Opetition
1:00 - 1:45 PM The New Playbhook for American Business
Dutch Rojas on collaboration, leadership & modern business strategy
1:45 - 2:30 PM Advanced Beneles Strategy Session
Topic TBD
P KEYNOTE: Live Pannel Discussion & Audience Q&A

S Featuring Reid Rasmussen & Dutch Rojas.
315 - 3:30 PM Prize prawmgg Closing Remarks & Wrap-Up

Closing announcements & sponsor giveaways.
3:30 - 7:00 PM Cocktails - Bocce - Bowling - Networking

The conversations continue after the sessions end.

EXCLUSIVE NABIP REGION 3 LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT BREAKOUT AND TRAINING SESSIONS

10:30 - 11:15 AM

Region 3 Leadership Connect Session - Leading with Purpose
Responsibilities, initiatives, governance, tools, and resources.

1:45 - 2:30 PM

Region 3 Leadership Connect Session - Building Stronger Chapters
Get the Complete Playbook + Specific small group training sessions by chair.

Register online at www.NABIPIllinois.org
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NABIP Illinois State Symposium + Region 3 Leadership CONNECT Summit
Attendee Registration Form

Pinstripes 7 Oakbrook Center Mall Oak Brook, IL 60523
Monday, August 17, 2026 8:30 AM - 6:00 PM

Join us for this in-person event. IL-CE applied for.

Full Name :

Company Name :

Mailing Address :

E-Mail :
NPN # :
I am registering as a... SiE:EIngfi:r(: ?/ﬁ??é?l~ Optional Add-On's:
NABIP Member $58 S35 S5 Five 50/50 Tickets
| am a current/incoming .
NABIP Chapter Board or Committee Chair SZO ArmS I-ength 50/50 TICkEtS
50/50 ticket profits raised at this event will go
"A Member ,S_‘I_B_B S75 towards our PAC admin fund.

NAIFA Member $188 S715
Non-Member $156  S100

What are you waiting for? Join us www.NABIP.org

Join us for this in-person event. IL-CE applied for. Registration also available on our website NABIPIllinois.org

Questions? Please contact TJ Bullock, NABIP lllinois President-Elect #312-210-9619;
Laura Blomgren, NABIP lllinois Treasurer # 847-911-2138; Email: Info@NABIPlllinois.org

Please visit our website for additional event and agenda updates
www.NABIPIllinois.org



Sponsor Registration Form

Pinstripes 7 Oakbrook Center Mall Oak Brook, IL 60523
Monday, August 17, 2026 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
Afterwards Happy Hour, Bowling, Bocce ball & more!!

Company Name :

Mailing Address :

Contact Name :

Contact Email :

Contact Phone :

Join us for this in-person event. IL-CE applied for.

Sponsorship level: Optional Add-On's:
Platinum $7,500 (limit of 3) S5 Five 50/50 Tickets
Gold $5,000 $20 Arms Length 50/50 Tickets
Silver 33,500 50/50 ticket profits raised at this event will go
towards our PAC admin fund.
Bronze $2000
Mixer $1000

Please make your check payable to "NABIP Illinois" and mail along with this registration form.
Payment links are also available on our website NABIPIllinois.org
NABIP IL PO Box 59216 Schaumburg, IL 60159-0216
Please note: Sponsor approval is required by the NABIP lllinois Board of Trustees

Questions? Please contact TJ Bullock, NABIP Illinois President-Elect #312-210-9619;
Laura Blomgren, NABIP lllinois Treasurer # 847-911-2138; Email: Info@NABIPlllinois.org

Please visit our website for additional event and agenda updates
www.NABIPIllinois.org
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NABIP Illinois State Symposium + Region 3 Leadership CONNECT Summit
Sponsor Registration Menu

Pinstripes 7 Oakbhrook Center Mall Oak Brook, IL 60523

Monday, August 17, 2026 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Afterwards Happy Hour, Bowling, Bocce ball & more!!

Get in front of employee benefits decision-makers across the

Midwest. Make sure your organization is in the room.

Bronze - $2,000

Standard booth
location

Logo on website,
event program

2 complimentary
ticket

Mixer - $1,000
Logo on website,
event program

1 complimentary
ticket

Silver - $3,500

Standard booth
location

Logo on website,
event program

1.4 complimentary

tickets

Featured in pre-
event email & social
media post
Post-event
attendee list
Featured in NABIP IL
Newsletter

Join us for this in-person event. IL-CE applied for.

Gold - $5,000

Prominent booth
location (high-traffic
area)

Logo on website, event
program, event signage
6 complimentary tickets
Featured in pre-event
email & social media
post

Post-event attendee
list

Featured in NABIP IL
Newsletter

Social media
interview

5-minute speaking
opportunity
Invitation to present at
future Continuing
Education events
Breakfast/coffee
sponsor recognition

Platinum - $7,500
(Only 3 availahle)

Prime booth location
(premium visibility)
Logo on website, event
program, event signage
10 complimentary
tickets

Featured in pre-event
email & social media
post

Post-event attendee
list

Featured in NABIP IL
Newsletter

Social media interview
20-minute speaking
opportunity
Invitation to present at
future Continuing
Education events
Exclusive Lunch sponsor
recognition

Please note: Sponsor approval is required by the NABIP IL Board of Trustees

Questions? Please contact TJ Bullock, NABIP Illinois President-Elect #312-210-9619;

Laura Blomgren, NABIP lllinois Treasurer # 847-911-2138; Email: Info@NABIPlllinois.org

Please visit our website for additional event and agenda updates
www.NABIPIllinois.org
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Shaping the future of healthcare UPDATE AS OF MAY 12, 2026

ANNUAL STRATEGIC PLANNING GOALS
. TERM:JULY 1, 2025 -JUNE 30, 2026
Leadership:

Goal- Provide guidance and an open forum for leadership collaboration.
Plan -
e Compile a guide for future leadership to utilize.
e Hold regular meetings with state and local chapter leaders and committee
chairs.
e Embrace NABIP Landmark (state) & Pacesetter (local) guidelines as best
practices.
0 Membership/Retention:
Goal - Increase membership by +10% (actual +13.29%) met
Plan -
¢ Hold a membership drive to coincide with key state and local events.
¢ Follow-up with all non-members whom attend a state chapter event.
o Offer member exclusive CE opportunities.
¢ Partner with GA'’s to share opportunities with agents.

Goal - Foster membership value thru events and communication.
Plan -
¢ Create and Share Monthly Newsletters.
Maintain online website www.NABIPIllinois.org
Hold Annual State Leadership Conference January 2026.
Hold Annual State Symposium August 7, 2025 in Naperville, IL.
Hold 3rd Thursday NABIP IL PULSE Leg Updates via Zoom. (Monthly)
Hold Joint Insurance Industry Day in Springdfield, lllinois March 2026.

Goal - Retain 90% (excludes retirees, left industry). Actual = 74.74%
Plan -
e Call each member to offer a one-on-on chat to survey member needs. Not
met.
¢ Email reminder to members in grace period whom may have missed
original notification for renewal from NABIP. met
e Conduct an annual 2026 member survey and review results at our Annual
Strategic Planning meeting for possible implementation. met

& WWW.NABIPILLINOIS.ORG ¥ INFO@NABIPILLINOIS.ORG @ @NABIPILLINOISCHAPTER



National Association of Benefits and Insurance Professionals
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Shaping the future of healthcare

)

UPDATE AS OF MAY 12, 2026

ANNUAL STRATEGIC PLANNING GOALS
L TERM: JULY 1, 2025 -JUNE 30, 2026
Legislative:

Goal - Advocate for affordable and responsible health insurance market
solutions to secure the future and stability of our industry.
¢ Continue support of our Lobbyist, Evan Manning.
¢ 3rd Thursday NABIP lllinois Pulse monthly meeting series.
¢ Keep blog posts up-to-date with Federal and State lobbyist reports and
remind members in our monthly newsletters where to access the blog.
¢ Participate in NABIP Federal and State Operation Shout campaigns.
¢ Teach NABIP lllinois members how to file Witnhess Slips.
A board or committee member will attend all local, state, regional, and

national legislative calls and events, then relay pertinent information to our
Leg committee to disseminate to membership.

Communications:

Provide timely email member communications containing advocacy action
items and/or updates.

¢ Monthly member newsletter.

¢ Weekly social media posts on Linked-In and Facebook.
e Maintain website and events calendar.
Financial:

Goal: Follow approved budget developed at the strategic planning meeting.
¢ Audit monthly dues payments from NABIP. met
e Annual audit.

e Approve a balanced budget at the Annual Strategic Planning Meeting.

@rac:
Goal: Increase contributions by +10%.

¢ PAC committee will provide regular talking points to share with
membership.

¢ PAC committee will reach out to past members whose contributions have
lapsed when national provides reports.
e Conduct 50/50 raffle at the State Symposium for the PAC Admin fund.
Member Recognition:
Goal: Select NABIP IL Distinguished Service Award Winners
¢ Request nominations with detailed outline of member contributions.

& WWW.NABIPILLINOIS.ORG ¥ INFO@NABIPILLINOIS.ORG @ @NABIPILLINOISCHAPTER



Calendar at a glance | Visit www.NABIPIllinois.org for more information

Monday, June 8, 2026 3-4pm NABIP lllinois
Board Meeting and Annual Strategic Planning-Part 2 | Zoom

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 8:15-10:am NABIP Suburban Chicago Chapter
Member Meeting & Industry Education | Virtual & In-Person Options

Thursday, June 18, 2026 8-9am NABIP Illinois Pulse Webinar Series | Zoom
June 27-30"" Annual NABIP Convention | Harrah’s Resort Atlantic City, NJ

Wednesday, July 8, 2026 8:15-10:am NABIP Suburban Chicago Chapter
Member Meeting & Industry Education | Virtual & In-Person Options

Thursday, July 16, 2026 8-9am NABIP lllinois Pulse Webinar Series | Zoom
Thursday, July 9, 2026 NABIP Heart of lllinois Annual Medicare Summit

Thursday, August 17, 2026 8am - 7pm NABIP lllinois State Symposium
+ Region 3 Leadership CONNECT Summit

Professional Development & Networking | Pinstripes Oak Brook, lllinois
(in lieu of zoom NABIP IL Pulse)

Wednesday, September 9, 2026 8:15-10:am NABIP Suburban Chicago Chapter
Member Meeting & Industry Education | Virtual & In-Person Options

Thursday, September 17, 2026 8-9am NABIP Illinois Pulse Webinar Series | Zoom

Wednesday, October 14, 2026 8:15-10:am NABIP Suburban Chicago Chapter
Member Meeting & Industry Education | Virtual & In-Person Options

Thursday, October 15, 2026 8-9am NABIP Illinois Pulse Webinar Series | Zoom

Wednesday, November 11, 2026 8:15-10:am NABIP Suburban Chicago
Chapter Member Meeting & Industry Education | Virtual & In-Person Options

Thursday, November 19, 2026 8-9am NABIP Annual Legislative Update
Webinar (in lieu of our normal NABIP Pulse webinar)

Thursday, December 17, 2026 8-9am NABIP lllinois Pulse Webinar Series




